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Oa gudliilly dySwellg dpwlpwll dpagilindl Jga dlalll GlevAll (8jae
Jou alg «dSwlaia dabhiasS JalS JSiiy angill ga aeia las dblull @le Jilasll
Ciled LS @uaall @Sall Alwwdag cldac Jisiinil alaimdl g4 awoi jaséll g
ac @il cjall auaii cadgi 2009 ele dlmi Jglag. Popamlaall ciluill &Sy
Ol Las. Pasling claml Guoail Jaell jall 8als Tay Cun édlalSia 8g8S Jaell
@l Lagl ol atinill @ ducjoll amyiliic/amyiliic @le ahiill Cilegana alaicl
JUAN Oga Imigraiy of amlilsal Say @ill Cililaell dyalyeall @hliall (u Al

Ps3gagall 3yuiiell CiliSialiyag

dradu] dalug Jilnd go 203l spuad Glollai gyamlaall wludll &Sy~ CilSiiig
2008 alc @ @Syill qual gilill @igraS gul) Jund el @ Loy (Al dllagn
glirBa @8 2009 ole @6 Gl Lijallg dlabnll gilawyS diyre @le sAlyiwl
daldn 8)ia Alallaill oaml OIS «lly gag .@lowll @luli d6hiag lmlga Lag
gllountS @S aulsil 2008 plel mdloil g aluill dSpn dealyi dun dpad

@ United Nations, “Report of the Monitoring Group on Somalia and Eritrea (2010),” 6; monitoring reports are
available here, https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/sanctions/2713/work-and-mandate/reports.

@ United Nations, “Report of the Monitoring Group on Somalia and Eritrea (2010),” 11, available here,
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/sanctions/2713/work[3]and-mandate/reports.

) Aisha Ahmad, “Going Global: Islamist Competition in Contemporary Civil Wars,” Security Studies 25, no. 2
(2016): 367-69.
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aans cila oo alsladil elly go Lo dwyf) GlilsdiX majei reig. 2010
aSpa a1 @le aspeall dalw @ @ilimllg oSyl Quing "gual 93" @l agang
@l s @Ml Cjall go @i ga JS oSy @l of sl @ @i guamlaall gyl

22010 Jgdl 0gilS/pauy @6 guamlaall Giludill &Sy

23-2008 ((uamlaall ciludnll ESpal dulgdl dlgall ggpitg

qluill aSpa cilacl Qg il gudlagall gl mpwalie guSc @leg
ayinill dyillg @inall aSall cililac pghail «lls Joot JIji Ag iglgdl guamlaall
arwlwdl landl aal gm Jgdi of gdlgll @o ) Cun (gySwell lmajai JlaSiwX
polw (eual¥l e agjallg agjall @le dclaall dpaiw ga 2008 olc @ag Al
Cileaiaall glol ciblhi sl Gian lngle sAyiwdl of @ill Glall Jga Lmials
@6 JUall Juw @le agaall apaill elhail dungfpll bhghall sani dulaall
@89 «Ogamlaall ciluiill &Spal gguwgall sl cula 2008 @ilill (upiti/jiadgs
@6 aplaall olsull lile gug) jlirag @ilesdl aumlyl oLyl Glagcill Cisgll ¢l
cluilll &Spa A lgilidlig (olowll @l d8hia @d @llilag LS)le @iigag
arorudl oyl "guls* juat Jga jgaaiy "allaillg ogilsll auaa allad 36l
il a5y Imisaa LaS éllaell” @ agaall“ cillgsc lmul) @leg «Ciligdell (yuilgdg
abe (a il ao) "ganyll doyi Gkt JUA ga ¥ ImE1617 oSy X (gamlaall
duapaill/anSuwell cillaell o dlgiw agul éllim Jljg XY 810341l dlm3l cyall ¢pa
@lgdua 0a el crely éua wainall aSall cililacg uamlaall iyl @s)al

LamylS @6 lgal (yajaiall

@ “Behind Somalia’s Islamist Rivalry,” BBC, October 1, 2009, http://news.bbc. co.uk/2/hi/8284958.stm; and
“Somalia: Islamist Groups on ‘War Footing” in Kismayo,” The New Humanitarian, September 29, 2009,
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/somalia-islamist-groups-war-footing-kismayo

@ somali Islamists al-Shabab and Hizbul Islam “to Merge,”” BBC, December 20, 2010,
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-12038556; Reuters, “Somali Rebel Leader Backs Merger with al
Shabaab,” December 27, 2010, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-somalia-conflict-
idUSTRE6BQ24020101227; and “Somalia Rebel Groups ‘Merge,’” Al Jazeera, December 25, 2010,
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2010/12/25/somalia-rebel-groups-merge

B «The Leadership of [al-Shabab] Continues Calling the People to God and Educating Them After the Conquest
of Most Areas of Lower Shabelle,” communiqué, al-Shabab, November 14, 2008.

@ “The Leadership of [al-Shabab] Continues Calling the People to God.”
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Gilall glias @le mivan G .dredwdl aShaall Akl jlmil aey 2007 ele @6 Loyl
alwadlg dglyall agaa &fs Cini deaing doinall &iMill) dpullg xluall glhwllg
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il Cileaing elly @ Loy dlgallg dulaall jumlaall

@il @le Inflad jaes dnulaay guamlaall Glpill aSpa Cuals OLadl gaer @
” alnsll alSAl cuayatiall aSlas Cyaml Of aer guajaiall jaer Caacl lmil @ia
Ouapaiall daSaa Cipal (Jliall Jrw @le 2010 gluyi/ Japl s Jisl @il @le
2oy @lo wll @lyld dslhia @6 llag Line alisl aludll ESpa @lilsa Al elack
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dlac ouamlaall bl &5)a cinaig P(auall) dlall duguill aipwl Cras) of
aalgi CLils Leaic 201 ele gag.? 2008 ¢lugi/Jupl @d JgSb @6 élilas elac)
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a Sl droM wl Jgadl elly @ Loy gl &ylill @6 alllaall @Slaal Jgkall
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el @le dmwodd guamlaall clpinll 45ya jgni jgapll 898 Ga Salotwdl JUA (ag
Jla 8l JAlinll gamliall "slmall* Ailyi diyg il @lc dragall gréoll lmad) (a
Mall* qul ayle @liag @il uwa alll aic rans amwl) @leg iagsll Gullagall
pire gulill gyall jAalgl @b gualell guilagll JUiadl 8als Jud o "Oginall
@ilall @] ggaiiylgils amerang gy g «oiul qung upiiell gpsll Jiglg
aa amily gualell Inylilsag misls elaiily guamlaall Gluill ES)a cnig .dragall
dlga* dlsima dlgy amea aldl gudll gunlaell acliilg (ginall Mall Jitglys Ju
ac Clpardill odm Guamlaall aluill &Sy Jrna'i 19209 1899 @ule g "yitighall
aa Jlisl @6 "samlaall® amidmgs @le JalS JSiy AS§ig drogall amilala
Glelan clos 2899 ougridl/@uitially @llagdlg @illagll JiliaXlg dyllyied
2a Loyl (e @og Jalir aladl ga jlagall @é dlilaa slil @Al dyslma 3paie
Galill Impue’ piil @ewll guamlaall qiluill dSpa Jnlgig® ginga oly glaic
amleallg guylaall 0o aSui JAA (4 Guuliullg Guqilsllg gailéellg gl jSollg

@ «The Implementation of God’s Ruling on One of the Soldiers in the Jaish al-Hisba in the Islamic Province of
Lower Shabelle,” communiqué, al-Shabab, April 6, 2010

@ «The Implementation of the Ruling of Retaliation/Punishment in Kind on One of the Mujahedin in Wajid,”
communiqué, al-Shabab, April 25, 2008.

) See two al-Shabab communiqués: “Statement from the Judicial Council of al-Shabab,” December 31, 2011,
and “The Grievances Response Court in the Islamic Province of Middle Shabelle Issues Dozens of Rulings,”
March 9, 2012

“ ] For an example of how al-Shabab and its supporters lay claim to Muhammad Abdullah Hassan and his
dervish movement’s historical legacy, see figure51,
https://ibnsiqillidissertationsources.wordpress.com/2018/01/06/visual-prima[12]ry-source-references-
dissertation-figure-51/.
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@ “Hezbollah Publishes Video of Simulated Attack on Israeli Outpost,” i24 News, July 17, 2023,
https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/middle-east/levant-tur[1]key/1689568869-hezbollah-publishes-video-of-
simulated-attack-on-israeli-out[1]post

@ Reuters, “Hezbollah Members Accused over Irish Peacekeeper Killing,” June 1, 2023,
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/lebanese-tribunal-accus[2]es-hezbollah-amal-members-killing-
un-peacekeeper-source-2023-06-01/

®) Kareem Chehayeb and Abby Sewel, “Lebanon Releases a Man on Bail Who’s Accused of Killing an Irish UN
Peacekeeper,” Associated Press, November 15, 2023, https://apnews.com/article/lebanon-hezbollah-unifil
peacekeeper-ire[3]land-fb034fc88016f31b797cbf2446e67ef8.

“ Emanuel Fabian, “IDF Says UN Peacekeepers in Lebanon Were Hit by Hezbollah Roadside Bomb,” Times of
Israel, April 3, 2024, https://www.timesofisrael.com/ idf-says-un-peacekeepers-in-lebanon-were-hit-by-
hezbollah-roadside-bomb
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™ For a good profile of Khazali, see Isabel Coles, Ali Nabhan, and Ghassan Adnan, “Iragi Who Once Killed
Americans Is a U.S. Dilemma as He Gains Political Power,” Wall Street Journal, December 11, 2018,
https://www.wsj.com/articles/ iragi-who-once-killed-americans-is-a-u-s-dilemma-as-he-gains-political-
pow[6]er-11544529601; also see Michael Knights, “Profile: Asaib Ahl al-Haq,” Militia Spotlight, Washington
Institute for Near East Policy, April 27, 2021 https://www. washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-
asaib-ahl-al-hag-0
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© Michael Knights and Amir al-Kaabi, “Mainstreaming Hashd Commanders (Partl1): Advanced Education for
Senior Militiamen,” Militia Spotlight, Washington Institute for Near East Policy, March 15, 2023,
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@ For a detailed look at the special grades issue in a longer timeframe, see Toby Dodge and Renad Mansour,
“The Expansion of the Special Grades Scheme,” chap. 4 in Politically Sanctioned Corruption and Barriers to
Reform in Iraq (London: Chatham House, 2021), https://www.chathamhouse.org/2021/06/political[13]ly
sanctioned-corruption-and-barriers-reform-iraq.

@ Michael Knights, Ameer al-Kaabi, and Hamdi Malik, “AAH Terrorist Planner Adnan Fayhan Takes Over as
Babil Governor,” Militia Spotlight, Washington Institute for Near East Policy, February 12, 2024,
https://www.washingtoninsti[14]tute.org/policy-analysis/aah-terrorist-planner-adnan fayhan-takes-over-
babil[14]governor.

® Michael Knights, Hamdi Malik, and Crispin Smith, “Iraq’s New Regime Change: How Tehran-Backed Terrorist
Organizations and Militias Captured the Iragi State,” CTC Sentinel 16, no. 11 (December 2023),
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/ irags-new-regime-change-how-tehran-backed-terrorist-organizations-and-
mili[15]tias-captured-the-iraqi-state/.

“ Michael Knights, Hamdi Malik, and Aymenn Jawad al-Tamimi, Honored, Not Contained: The Future of Iraq’s
Popular Mobilization Forces, Policy Focus 163 (Washington DC: Washington Institute, 2020),
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/honored-not-contained-future-irags-popular-
mobiliza[16]tion-forces.
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@ Coined by Renad Mansour in section 3 of Networks of Power: The Popular Mobilization Forces and the State
in Iraq (London: Chatham House, 2021), https://kalam.chathamhouse.org/articles/networks-of-power-the-
popular mobi[17]lization-forces-and-the-state-in-iraq/

@ Mansour, Networks of Power, https://kalam.chathamhouse.org/articles/networks[18]of-power-the-
popular-mobilization-forces-and-the-state-in-irag/; and see two Militia Spotlight profiles by Michael Knights,
“Profile: Harakat Hezbollah al-Nujaba,” April 27, 2021, updated October 21, 2023,
https://www.washington[18]institute.org/policy-analysis/profile-harakat-hezbollah-al-nujaba; and “Profile:
Kataib Sayyid al-Shuhada,” Militia Spotlight, May 3, 2021, updated October 21, 2023,
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-kataib-sayy[18]id-al-shuhad

®) Michael Knights, Crispin Smith, and Hamdi Malik, “Discordance in the Iran Threat Network in Iraq: Militia
Competition and Rivalry,” CTC Sentinel 14, no. 8 (2021), https://ctc.westpoint.edu/discordance-in-the-iran-
threat-network-in[19]irag-militia competition-and-rivalry/.

“ Michael Knights and Amir al-Kaabi, “Coordination Framework Militias Exposed for Stealing Baghdad Real
Estate,” Militia Spotlight, Washington Institute for Near East Policy, August 31, 2023,
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/ policy-analysis/coordination-framework-militias-exposed-stealing-
baghdad-re[20]al-estate
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™ For more detail on these activities, see Knights, Malik, and Smith, “lIrag’s New Regime Change,”
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/irags-new-regime-change-how-teh[21]ran-backed terrorist-organizations-and-
militias-captured-the-iragi-state/. AAH tends to focus on oil and industrial projects, while Badr has more reach
within banking and logistics.

@ Hamdi Malik et al., “Potential Escalation in Iraq (Part 1): Khamenei and Badr,” Militia Spotlight, Washington
Institute for Near East Policy, November 1, 2023, https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
analysis/potential-escalation-iraq[22]part-1 khamenei-and-badr

® For instance, Badr has significant military basing access that is useful for importing, moving, and hiding
missile and drone systems. All the militias, even Badr, call for the violent eviction of U.S. forces from Iraq,
despite their presence due to the invitation of the Iragi government. Hamdi Malik et al., “Potential Escalation
(Part 1),” https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/ potential-escalation-irag-part-1-khamenei-
and-badr

“ Knights, “Profile: Harakat,” https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analy[24]sis/profile-harakat-
hezbollah-al-nujaba.

® Abdullah Hayek et al., “Profile: Kataib al-lmam Ali,” Militia Spotlight, Washing[25]ton Institute for Near East
Policy, Febru For more detail, see Knights, Malik, and Smith, “Iraqg’s New Regime Change,”
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/irags-new-regime-change-how-tehran-backed-terror[25]ist-organizations-and-
militias-captured-the-iraqi-state/. Kataib al-lmam Ali can stand up to Badr and KH when Lebanese Hezbollah
provides the militia with strong support ary 27, 2024, https://www.washingtonin[25]stitute.org/policy-
analysis/profile kataib-al-imam

©  For more detail, see Knights, Malik, and Smith, “Irag’s New Regime Change,”
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/irags-new-regime-change-how-tehran-backed-terror[26]ist-organizations-and-
militias-captured-the-iraqi-state/. Kataib al-lmam Ali can stand up to Badr and KH when Lebanese Hezbollah
provides the militia with strong support.
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@ Michael Knights, “Back into the Shadows? The Future of Kata’ib Hezbollah and Iran’s Other Proxies in Iraq,”
CTC Sentinel 13, no. 10 (October 2020), https://ctc. westpoint.edu/back-into-the-shadows-the-future-of-
kataib-hezbollah-and[27]irans-other-proxies-in-iraq/.

@ Abu Fadak’s formal name is Abdul-Aziz al-Mohammadawi.

®) Michael Knights, Hamdi Malik, and Crispin Smith, “The Muhandis Company: Iraq’s Khatam al-Anbiya,” Militia
Spotlight, Washington Institute for Near East Policy, March 21, 2023,
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/ muhandis-company-irags-khatam-al-anbia; also see
Kaabi and Knights, “Extraordinary PMF Expansion,” https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/poli[29]cy-
analysis/extraordinary-popular mobilization-force-expansion-numbes

@ Knights, Malik, and Smith, “The Muhandis Company,” https://www.washington[30]institute.org/policy-
analysis/muhandis-company-irags-khatam-al-anbia; see also Sinan Mahmoud, “Iraq’s Militias Set to Benefit as
Government Creates Company for State-Backed Groups,” The National, November 29, 2022,
https://www.thenationalnews.com/mena/iraq/2022/11/29/irags-militias-set-to-benefit[30]as-government-
creates-company-for-state-backed-groups/.

© Knights, Malik, and Smith, “Iraq’s New Regime Change,” https://ctc.westpoint. edu/irags-new-regime-
change-how-tehran-backed-terrorist-organizations-and[31]militias-captured-the-iragi-state/.

© See Crispin Smith, Hamdi Malik, and Michael Knights, “Profile: Alwiyat al-Waad al-Haq,” Militia Spotlight,
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, April 1,2021, updated October 24, 2023,
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/poli[32]cy-analysis/profile-alwiyat-al-waad-al-haq; and Michael Knights,
“Kataib Hezbol[32]lah’s Role in the August 15 al-Tanf Attack,” Militia Spotlight, Washington Institute for Near
East Policy, August 25, 2022, https://www.washingtoninstitute. org/policy-analysis/kataib-hezbollahs-role-
august-15-al-tanf-attack

“) Michael Knights, Hamdi Malik, and Ameer al-Kaabi, “Profile: The Hoquq Move[33]ment,” Militia Spotlight,
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, March 15,2024, https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
analysis/profile-hoqug-move[33]ment; seealso Michael Knights, “The Hoquq Candidates: Kataib Hezbollah’s
Aspiring Parliamentarians,” Militia Spotlight, Washington Institute for Near East Policy, September 30, 2021,
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analy[33]sis/hoqug-candidates-kataib hezbollahs-aspiring-
parliamentarians.

®) Hamdi Malik and Michael Knights, “Militia Journalist to Head New Prime Minister’s Communications Team,”
Militia  Spotlight, Washington Institute  for Near East Policy, November 3, 2022,
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https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/militia-journalist head-new-prime-ministers-
communica[34]tions-team.

@ November 7, 2023, https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/kataib-hezbollah-and-gaza-crisis-
part-1-special-ops-lead.

@ Michael Knights, Amir al-Kaabi, and Hamdi Malik, “Tracking Anti-U.S. Strikes in Iraq and Syria During the
Gaza Crisis,” Militia Spotlight, Washington Institute for Near East Policy, October 24, 2023, updated daily,
https://www.washingtoninsti[36]tute.org/policy-analysis/tracking-anti-us-strikes-irag-and-syria-during-
gaza[36]crisis

G) Knights, “Kataib Hezbollah Is Part of PMF,” https://www.washingtoninstitute.
org/policy-analysis/kataib-hezbollah-part-irags-pmf.

“) Kataib Hezbollah has a special connection to a range of oil fields, including those

in al-Qayyara and some in Basra, and is able to truck illicit oil into Iran for

export; see Knights and Kaabi, “Coordination Framework Militias Exposed for

Stealing,” https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/coordina[38]tion-framework-militias-exposed-
stealing-baghdad-real-estat

© y.s. Energy Information Administration, “What Countries Are the Top Producersand Consumers of Qil?”
updated April 11, 2024, https://www.eia.gov/tools/faqs/faq.php?id=709&t=6.
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@ Irag’s sovereign reserves, which are at the disposal of the Coordination Frame[41]work, were $100 billion in
December 2023. See Agence France-Presse, “Iragis Hurt by Dollar Limits Despite Having $100 Billion in
Reserves,” December 17, 2023, available at https://www.iraginews.com/iraq/iragis-hurt-by-dollar-
limits[41]despite-having-100-billion-in-reserves/.

@ see CIA World Factbook studies on Irag, Yemen, and Lebanon, available at https://www.cia.gov/the-world-
factbook/.

® Ranj Alaaldin, “Mugqtada al-Sadr’s Problematic Victory and the Future of Irag,”

Brookings Institution, October 28, 2021, https://www.brookings.edu/articles/ muqtada-al-sadrs-problematic-
victory-and-the-future-of-iraq/; and Sarhang Hamasaeed, “What’s Behind Mogtada al-Sadr’s Bid to Shake Up
Iraqg’s Politics?” United States Institute of Peace, August 4, 2022,
https://www.usip.org/publica[43]tions/2022/08/whats-behind-moqtada-al-sadrs-bid-shake-irags-politics

“ Ahmed Rasheed and Timour Azhari, “Iraq Approves Record $153 Billion Budget

Including Big Public Hiring,” Reuters, June 11, 2023, https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irag-
approves-record-2023-budget-153-bIn-with-massive[44]public-hiring-2023-06-12/.
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D Timour Azhari, “Lebanon Parliament Passes 2022 Budget That Falls Short of IMFReform,” Reuters,
September 26, 2022, https://www.reuters.com/world/mid[45]dle-east/lebanon-parliament-passes-2022-
budget-2022-09-26/.

@ see World Bank, “Lebanon: Time for an Equitable Banking Resolution,” press

release, November 23, 2022, https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-re[46]lease/2022/11/23/lebanon-
time-for-an-equitable-banking-resolution

) Rasheed and Azhari, “Iraq Approves Record $153 Billion Budget,” https://www.
reuters.com/world/middle-east/irag-approves-record-2023-budget-153-bIn[47]with-massive-public-hiring-
2023-06-12/.
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@ For the multiple incarnations and splinters of the Muhandis General Company,

see Knights, Malik, and Smith, “Irag’s New Regime Change,” https://ctc.west[48]point.edu/irags-new-regime-
change-how-tehran-backed-terrorist-organiza[48]tions-and-militias-captured-the-iragi-state/

@ Each investment license is literally a license to print money in terms of land grants, duty-free imports of
goods and labor, and state-subsidized fuel allocations

Go Knights, Malik, and Smith, The Muhandis Company,” https://www.washingtonin[50]stitute.org/policy-
analysis/muhandis-company-iraq

“ Eor detailed analysis of this penetration, see Knights, Malik, and Smith, “Iraq’s

New Regime Change,” https://ctc.westpoint.edu/irags-new-regime-change-how[51]tehran-backed-terrorist-
organizations-and-militias-captured-th
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@ A second emergent negative actor at the heart of the Iraqi judiciary is Federal

Supreme Court judge Jassim Abboud al-Omairi, who has been built up by the

Iran-founded Badr Organization; see Ameer al-Kaabi, Michael Knights, and

Hamdi Malik, “Hadi al-Ameri’s Bad(r) Month,” Militia Spotlight, Washington

Institute for Near East Policy, February 21, 2024, https://www.washingtoninsti[52]tute.org/policy-
analysis/hadi-al-ameris-badr-month.

@ Eor detailed analysis of this penetration, see Knights, Malik, and Smith, “Iraq’s

New Regime Change,” https://ctc.westpoint.edu/irags-new-regime-change-how[53]tehran-backed-terrorist-
organizations-and-militias-captured-

) Erik Yavorsky, “Akram Kaabi’s Visit to Moscow and Its Aftermath,” Militia

Spotlight, Washington Institute for Near East Policy, January 27, 2023,
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/akram-kaabis-visit-mos[54]cow-and-its-aftermath.

@ Crispin Smith, Hamdi Malik, and Michael Knights, “From Russia with Love?

Sabereen’s Ukraine Coverage,” Militia Spotlight, Washington Institute for Near

East Policy, March 24, 2022, https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analy[55]sis/russia-love-sabereens-
ukraine-coverage

® The timing of the lethal drone attack—as U.S. electronic systems were inactive—
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coincided with Russian surveillance of the facility. For general details of the

incident, see Jim Garamone, “U.S. Responds to Attack That Killed U.S. Contractor

in Syria,” DoD News, March 24, 2023, https://www.defense.gov/News/News-
Sto[56]ries/Article/Article/3341127/us-responds-to-attack-that-killed-us-contractor[56]in-syria/.

@ sercan Caliskan, “China’s Expanding Influence in Irag,” The Diplomat, March 22,2023,
https://thediplomat.com/2023/03/chinas-expanding-influence-in-irag/;also see Ben Van Heuvelen and Samya
Kullab, “Iraq and China to Sign MassiveFinancing Deal,” Iraq Oil Report, March 13, 2019,
https://www.iragoilreport.com/news/irag-and-china-to-sign-massive-financing-deal-38041/

@ Reuters, “Iraq, Turkey, Qatar, UAE Sign Preliminary Deal to Cooperate on

Development Road Project,” April 22, 2024, https://www.reuters.com/world/
middle-east/irag-turkey-qatar-uae-sign-preliminary-deal-cooperate-develop[58]ment-road-project-2024-04-
22/.

) «China Positioned to Thrive Under Iraq’s New Government,” Iraq Oil Report,November 2, 2022,
https://www.iraqoilreport.com/news/china-positioned to[59]thrive-under-irags-new-government-45274/
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@ Gina Vale, Devorah Margolin, and Farkhondeh Akbari, Repeating the Past or Following Precedent?
Contextualising the Taliban 2.0’s Governance of Women (The Hague: International Centre for Counter-
Terrorism, 2023),https://www.icct.nl/publication/repeating-past-or-following-precedentcontextualising
tali[1]ban-20s-governance-women.

64



dlgall gog Galmall @Sl

@9 dliaiall lmolaml @ué~i Jal oo daac Gluwlia @o guinall Olswll @le
.aAjleall £3)9 ”gAJJQ_l” X (5\A3LLL|1 2aina cuslsl

Bpitc duwalallg lmupwlil oLiMillg dwalall 6)Sally gulan Cileial 2022 elc G
(oglia dalhia lmwo’ drawi @6 lmjlpainl (o eyl @leg @Sl Jelos lmuyudlil
[ad @algill jaer @ Cuwislg aSall @l awduny JBTA @6 gulan Ciand A84
(0 Aaell duwillyg dlygh 8316 Aia lmyl] Gl COlS @il dlgall drepdll ga hus
Caoill dalhia dlaies dabhia gulan O @le dalle dilias ¢)Sall oam CuilS (ulill
JIiidl @l dlygln 816 Sl Crow dcganal dpuilly (llillg foic IS lmjgaa O
OlS Jgdl Ouini/1igisl (e galwll agam (i) deganall s Ols woepiull aSall @l
Li1le 2024 ale @6 31 dcganall @l Lipkat [3]g .ararilyiwdl o [ Lolpaal Sy
lmjgman @ca :gap la @le draglgua dajl lmasa JMA (e Cmalg gulan of el
lméam acal dojdll dywlwdl ayidl slidl 8j¢ @le lmiagw Jusiwl gl &i¢ @a

" Julul” daslma 6 Jiatall G618l

Sapcydll @l Gupbo Sl
@alall 0psll ga Jgdl Adoll caniia @ing ool éll Alyirilai @ lmuguli Aia
Gsgll @a  ulm)l  Jelog  drclaial  aSpas gulen dlac (Gypitellg
ciglslly Cijlag «olisiuall lmaSa gupwlil diclaiadl miSya Crardiwlg.? awes
dalull o Jlola3lg sluwillg Jlapll drclaiaXdl Glorall agasi JUA ga Jgdellg
dlgall miilSa jyjeli @ll gulaa Clew 181 ahiall jié aSall dealall dgigawlall
cliadl aal of gilgllg.? Imflacl &sls e @laall aeall s JUA ¢ Lmircyiig
dihinl @6 (@alsh jaally Inidislia ali o) @illg) il Ga Julsill @i @il
ama @l o Sgadds Alwlpull yiST g (04 9ot @illg dpilmial il OIS Julas

@ Matthew Levitt, Hamas: Politics, Charity and Terrorism in the Service of Jihad (NewHaven: Yale University
Press, 2006)

@ Sagi Polka, “Hamas as a Wasati (Literally: Centrist) Movement: Pragmatism Within the Boundaries of the
Sharia,” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 42, no. 7 (2019): 683-713,
https://doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.2017.1402432.
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@ Vale, Margolin, and Akbari, “Repeating the Past or Following Precedent?”
https:/www.icct.nl/publication/repeating-past-or-following-precedent-contextualis[4]ing-taliban-20s-
governance-women

@ |slah Jad, “Islamist Women of Hamas: Between Feminism and Nationalism,” Inter-Asia Cultural Studies 12,
no. 2 (2011), https://doi.org/10.1080/14649373.2011.554647.

@) Omayma Abdel-Latif, In the Shadow of the Brothers: The Women of the EgyptianMuslim Brotherhood,
Carnegie Papers 13 (Washington DC: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2008),
https://carnegieendowment.org/files/women_ egypt_muslim_brotherhood.pdf.

“ joshua L. Gleis and Benedetta Berti, Hezbollah and Hamas: A Comparative Study (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins
University Press, 2012)

@) Bjorn Brenner, Gaza Under Hamas: From Islamic Democracy to Islamist Governance (London: Bloomsbury,
2016).

®) see David Rose, “The Gaza Bombshell,” Vanity Fair, April 2008, https://www.
vanityfair.com/news/2008/04/gaza200804; “National Reconciliation Document,” Palestine-Israel Journal 13,
no. 2 (2006), https://pij.org/articles/828/national-rec[9]onciliation-document; Mohammed Assadi, “Factional
Battles Kill 616 Palestin[9]ians Since 2006,” Reuters, June 6, 2007,
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSL06911174/; Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, “Black Pages in the
Absence of Justice: Report on Bloody Fighting in the Gaza Strip from 07 to 14 Jun 2007,” Relief\Web, October 9,
2007, https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-pales[9]tinian-territory/black-pages-absence-justice-report-
bloody-fighting-gaza-strip;“Fatah Man Thrown Off Roof,” Agence France-Presse, March 17, 2009, https://
www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/fatah-man-thrown-off-roof/ news-
story/bb3a7bbe8c9311d1922ba611aa4738c8; and “Hamas Seizes Fatah Headquarters in Gaza,” Associated
Press, June 11, 2017, available at https:// www.nbcnews.com/id/wbna19168118.
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@ Levitt, Hamas, 56

®) Fares Akram, “Hamas Adds Restrictions on Schools and Israelis,” New York Times, April 1, 2013,
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/02/world/middleeast/ hamas-imposes-new-restrictions-on-schools-in
gaza.html; and Taghreed El-Khodary “Hamas Police Force Recruits Women in Gaza,” New York Times, January
18, 2008, https://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/18/world/middlee[12]ast/18gaza.html.

@ vale, Margolin, and Akbari, “Repeating  the Past or Following Precedent?”
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https://www.nbcnews.com/id/wbna19509117; and DevorahMargolin, “#Hamas: A Thematic Exploration of
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Figure 1. Sanaa Government’s Cabinet Appointments by Political Affiliation, February 2015-March 2024
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66 159 (@eaja LS pAwdl 2023 gle @ @ilwidl alaimdl i3 dalwall Cilelaall
Jas @le aalma cilelaal doili @ilwidl claimdl Cila clelaall gran (o &flall
Ghlia o draMwdl dlgallg aclsll auaiil guigi ellim LS ail Ligly (oualall elell

Jdgala) auilu] wglag ging Las (Jalwll délhia o dnlag dagan

@ For a broader discussion on why the ICRC engages with armed groups, see the following position paper:
“ICRC Engagement with Non-State Armed Groups,” March 2021, https://www.icrc.org/en/document/why-
engaging-non-state[1]armed-groups.

@ For a detailed discussion of the findings on the ICRC’s engagement with armed

groups in 2023, see blog entry by Matthew Bamber-Zryd, October 10, 2023,
https://blogs.icrc.org/law-and-policy/2023/10/10/icrc-engagement-with-armed[2]groups-in-2023.
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@ The ICRC blog, Religion and Humanitarian Principles, provides further details on
the ICRC’s engagement with religious circles: https://blogs.icrc.org/religion-hu[3]manitarianprinciples/about
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@ Aaron Y. Zelin, “Looking for Legitimacy: Taliban Diplomacy Since the Fall of Kabul,” PolicyWatch 3640,
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, August 15, 2022, https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
analysis/looking-legitima[1]cy-taliban-diplomacy-fall-kabu

@ Heather Barr, “The Taliban and the Global Backlash Against Women’s Rights,” Georgetown Journal of
International Affairs, February 6, 2024, https://gjia.george[2]town.edu/2024/02/06/the-taliban-and-the-global
backlash-against-womens[2]rights.
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@ Aaron V. Zelin, “Turkey Calls for Recognition of the Taliban’s Islamic Emirate,” Policy Alert, Washington
Institute for Near East Policy, March 17, 2022, https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/turkey-
calls-recogni[3]tion-talibans-islamic-emirate.

@ “Taliban Diplomacy,” database created by Aaron Y. Zelin, last accessed for this piece on February 22, 2024.
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HUU NUMBER OF ENGAGEMENTS

China 215
Turkey 194
Iran 169
Qatar 135
Pakistan 118
Uzbekistan 84
Russia 69
Turkmenistan 63
Japan 60
Saudi Arabia 54

droMuwdl 3)Ledl o Cilslel’ dupé Jga pite ami 2 Jgaall

COUNTRY NUMBER OF ENGAGEMENTS
European Union 42
Britain 33
Norway 31
United States 20
Germany 12
Italy 11
France 8
Netherlands 8
Switzerland 6
Sweden 4
Canada 4
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W see https://twitter.com/HafizZiaAhmad/status/1507012494363037701.
@ «Taliban Diplomacy,” database, last accessed February 22, 2024.
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Kabul (Afghanistan) 690
Doha (Qatar) 225
Islamabad (Pakistan) 62
Tehran (Iran) 50
Beijing (China) 46
Tashkent (Uzbekistan) 26
Ashgabat (Turkmenistan) 21
Moscow (Russia) 18
Istanbul (Turkey) 15
Kazan (Russia) 15
Canada 4
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Iran 62
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@ “Taliban Diplomacy.”
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European Union 29
Norway 20
Britain 11
I[taly 4
Switzerland 3
Germany 2
Sweden 2
United States 2
Australia 1
Austria 1
Denmark 1

maia cuindl JoulS @ Olullla ] G dogaia dpall Joall el Jal g @
@6 Lyl crina spiilall apell asliall O @] Caadl JAXall puii dyela] dicyd
@4 Olllla dyla B)ljg (o Gelgdure gugpill Crelaiwl (Jliall Jutw @le 2022 iy
sadg oLl cils @l dpell Josll g pSl @lgs Jlgal laje gin les glugl
apaiill gapo Oliny ol ga Jaell @ @Al ape Joa cilay (Jiallig. @ Lisyig

aplaill Jlaclg dyiluidlg

Ogpigu Ogpaiima @81l «llgill @le 2023 1gisly 2022 gujle @& e
@ jlatiudll gays oliy Olllls @6 Jgyitllg aaliall yjgs Ogullyindg

@ Government of Norway, “Talks on Afghanistan in Oslo,” January 21, 2022,
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/aktuelt/talks_oslo/id2897938

@ see Ministry of Mines & Petroleum—Afghanistan (@ MoMPA Afghanistan), X/Twitter posts on March 16,
2022, 4:47 a.m., https://twitter.com/MoMPAfghani stan/status/1504016429460434949, and October 16,
2023, 6:08 a.m.,https://twitter.com/MoMPAfghanistan/status/1713859362953793543.
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@ see Ministry of Energy & Water—Afghanistan (@ MEW_GOV_AF), X/Twitter post on May 2, 2023, 7:53 a.m.,
https://twitter.com/MEW_GOV_AF/sta tus/1653367173773942784.

@ see Ministry of Mines & Petroleum—Afghanistan (@ MoMPA Afghanistan), X/Twitter post on November 15,
2023, 10:11 a.m., https://twitter.com/MoMPAf ghanistan/status/1724807437478412721, and Ministry of
Energy & Water—Afghanistan (@MEW_GOV_AF), X/Twitter post on February 21, 2024, 6:05 a.m.,
https://twitter.com/MEW_GOV_AF/status/1760259556871917861.

® see Ministry of Mines & Petroleum—Afghanistan (@MoMPA Afghanistan), X/Twitter post on September 21,
2023, 1:29 p.m., https://twitter.com/MoMPAf ghanistan/status/1704910733560152125; Ministry of
Agriculture—Afghanistan (@MAIL_AF), X/Twitter post on November 21, 2023, 12:17 am,,
https://twitter.com/MAIL_AF/status/1726832172286558416; MoPH (@MoPH_afg), X/Twitter post on
December 16, 2023, 1:01 a.m., https://twitter.com/MoPH55237794/status/1735902853758099898; and
Ministry of Economy-Afghanistan (@economy_af), X/Twitter post on December 16, 2023, 2:56 a.m.,
https://twitter.com/economy_af/status/1735931801837727817.

“ See Ministry of Economy—Afghanistan (@economy_af), X/Twitter post on September 19, 2023, 7:03 a.m.,
https://twitter.com/economy_af/sta tus/1704088899155366175.
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@ see Ministry of Energy & Water—Afghanistan (@ MEW_GOV_AF), “1-The head of the Kapisa Sub river basin
met with the provincial official of the Norwegian Committee for Afghanistan (NAC). Kaveh Kharoosh, head of
Kapisa Sub river basin, met with Norwegian Committee for Afghanistan (NAC) provincial responsible engineer
Hasibullah Asadi and,” X/Twitter post on February 7, 2023, 2:22 a.m.,
https://twitter.com/MEW_GOV_AF/status/1622858268308566018.

@ see Ministry of Energy & Water—Afghanistan (@ MEW_GOV_AF), X/Twitter post on August 3, 2022, 4:17
a.m.,https://twitter.com/MEW_GOV_AF/sta tus/1554743307569340421.

® see Ministry of Economy—Afghanistan (@economy_af), X/Twitter post on January 10, 2023, 4:13 a.m.,
https://twitter.com/economy_af/sta tus/1612739452023214080.

“ See Da Afghanistan Bank—Afghanistan (@AFGCentralBank), X/Twitter post on March 29, 2022,
https://twitter.com/AFGCentralbank/sta tus/1508773930517078021

©) Previously available at https://twitter.com/afmohe/status/1676635607894818821.

© see Ministry of Mines & Petroleum—Afghanistan (@ MoMPA Afghanistan), X/Twitter posts on June 5, 2022,
6:10 a.m., https://twitter.com/MoMPAfghanistan/status/1533390836465078273; September 13, 2023, 10:41
a.m., https://twitter.com/MoMPAfghanistan/status/1701969336028496211; and November 30, 2023,
8:20a.m.,https://twitter.com/MoMPAfghanistan/status/1730215200144719976.
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@ see post on Twitter by Hafiz Zia Ahmad (@HafizZiaAhmad), September 24, 2023, 11:07 a.m,,
https://twitter.com/HafizZiaAhmad1/status/1705962042664874061

@ «Taliban Diplomacy” database, last accessed February 22, 2024.

®) see post on Twitter by Hafiz Zia Ahmad (@HafizZiaAhmad), January 29, 2024, 7:12 a.m.,

https://twitter.com/HafizZiaAhmad/status/1751941324083765681.
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@ Joby Warrick, Red Line: Unraveling Syria and America’s Race to Destroy the Most Dangerous Arsenal in the
World (New York: Doubleday, 2021)

@ United Nations, “Ten Years of Occupation by the Russian Federation: Human Rights in the Autonomous
Republic of Crimea and the City of Sevastopol, Ukraine,” February 28, 2024,
https://ukraine.un.org/en/261831-ten-years-occu[2]pation-russian-federation-human-rights-autonomous-
republic-crimea-and-city.

®) “video: Is Russia Gearing Up Ground Troops for Syria?” France 24, October 7, 2015,
https://www.france24.com/en/20151007-video-syria-russia-intensi[3]fies-air-assault-rebels-group.

98



dlgall gog Galmall @Sl

dlygmanll Gé i gi Cungy @il Al JMA (s O3 @ing Algirewill JUA
Goni 289" aalul ciloyieg dySwal Iniclin JUA oa o dilull dipsgul
aylai asle yaa Imge Al dua Ol jae) @o dulaell odm appell 6gall

il gle cyally Gay

gl slSpitll gl slolall of Gayiet lmiX @ues @arilyiu] jili ) Gl @le cpall of
gl 0ail gl guyl Jie lmwot cilmjdl daolsa 8aial amyal dujell ¢gsll slacl @ia
ol payiod lmil gl - olil 1am @6 elell laylys 83184 @yl dupe danle @ gl glaidilg
aySweoll 3gall J1& ga Imple culoill J&3l @l OSay aplmpdl dlcloll Clmall

mipwlaghiy J16 g Inyle Ggaill gl dyel

agma 818~y @Gloly lats amoll sgu (o aaell @l Claliadl oim Jio cisl A8
Ay @ slgu églaall dlcloll Glmallg slSpill 16 o Lmygai gl wlmydl daadlsa
1813631 8)l811 6 glyall Ghlia @6 gl Oliwiledl gl oLl

Lo «Ciliglgdl AT squ J83I @le gl aarihiudl guell lam @le &liedl jul (ag
Cildgll Cuegiul llim .droMudl dlgall auaii aa cyall lifl Ghell @a diaa
@ioill qupall £gjd 2o gilgll padl aSay callaiy @isls @il @lgall @Al 3aaiall
aupell &3an3l o Xay Imic slicTwdl OSay dypity 898 @18 Gillg (il Gl
Fluall g zili of oSay @illg oy dbyipall dpulpull Jeall agajg gajdl @le
QUilis Jie dgdlye Gludulia Ciamgid Laic caplall @Syl 8)ladl Cuac sl
Ails gajeiul Laricg jalpl MLAL jiila 06 dpuyd) aglis cilibag simaa alll cija
Gle dlyy gu w@ilethn puils Jhiall (@ihdl @ygill guall gilill guasll Glie
alll cjn LS glilsa Gl ® @Supl gga slaé Cini 2014 ole @é @lpal co)liita

@ Marion Douet, “Russia Overtakes China as Leading Arms Seller in Sub-Saharan Africa,” Le Monde, March 28,
2023, https://www.lemonde.fr/en/le-monde-africa/article/2023/03/28/russia-overtakes-china-as-leading-
arms-seller-in-sub-saha[4]ran-africa_6021018_124.ht

@ See Wassim Nasr (@SimNasr), “#Irak #lraq un char #AbramsM1A1 avec les mémes #KataebHezbollah
empowered en 2015 contre I'#EI, frappés par les US aujourd’hui & accusés d’avoir cibler plusieurs fois les
bases @CJTFOIR dans les derniers mois,” post on X/Twitter, December 29, 2019, 6:20 p.m.,
https://twitter.com/SimNasr/status/1211426831909474304; and “The Iranian Commander on the Frontline
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Against IS,” France 24, September 4, 2014, https://observers.france24.com/en/20140904-amerli-irag-
soleimani-video-iran-isis

@ Michael Knights, “Kataib Hezbollah Is Part of Iraq’s PMF,” Militia Spotlight, Washington Institute for Near
East Policy, April 15, 2024, https://www.washing toninstitute.org/policy-analysis/kataibhezbollah-part-irags-
pmf.

@ Erédéric Bobin, “Libya: The Security Relationship Between Khalifa Haftar and Moscow s Intensifying,” Le
Monde, October 11, 2023, https://www.lemonde.fr/en/le-monde-africa/article/2023/10/11/libya-the-
security-relationship-be tween-khalifa-haftar-and-moscow-is-intensifying_ 6162923 124.html.

® Daphne Psaledakis and Kanishka Singh, “U.S. Issues Sanctions on Russian, Central African Republic Entities
over Wagner Ties,” Reuters, March 8, 2024, https://www.reuters.com/world/us-issues-sanctions-russian-
central-african-re public-entities-over-wagner-ties-2024-03-08.
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@ Wassim Nasr, “How the Wagner Group Is Aggravating the Jihadi Threat in theSahel,” CTC Sentinel 15, no. 11,
(November/December 2022), https://ctc.west[9]point.edu/how-the-wagner-group-is-aggravating-the-jihadi-
threat-in-the-sahel

@ Wassim Nasr, “IntelBrief: Niger: The Inevitable Revocation,” Soufan Center, March 22, 2024,
https://thesoufancenter.org/intelbrief-2024-march-22.

®) Haley Britzky, Oren Liebermann, and Natasha Bertrand, “Chad’s Government Threatens to Kick Out U.S.
Troops as Russia Expands Influence in Africa,” CNN, April 18, 2024,
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/04/18/politics/chad-us-troops threat/index.html.
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@ See Wassim Nasr (@SimNasr), “#Niger #INIM #AQMI revendique 2 IED contre 'armée en 72h dans le
#Tillabéri, le 11 et le 13 janvier et une attaque contre une poste de I'armée aux portes de la capitale #Niamey
le 12 janvier,” post on X/Twitter, January 16, 2024, 12:31 p.m., https://twitter.com/SimNasr/sta
tus/1747310509337051247

@ Wassim Nasr, “The New Dynamics in the Sahel Region,” Hoover Institution, June 6, 2023,
https://www.hoover.org/research/new-dynamics-sahel-region.
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